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Hello everyone,  

 

During the Covid 19 stay at home mess, Nacitone was active but at a slower pace. We practice social 

distancing and still able to function. During this time we formed the pads for the Archive Room to set on. We 

poured the concrete and trenched for the building rain gutter drains. We also received a large donation from 

the Planett Ranch. We picked up six trailer loads of treasures. Thank you Karen for your generous donation. I 

also sprayed weeds for the third time this year as well as Pam Davis and Neil Wollesen mowed the larger area 

again thanks to our late rains. The trees we planted last year are happy and growing. I can hardly wait for the 

much needed shade.  I hope everyone made it through the Covid scare. It was a good time to reflect back at all 

the hard work and sacrifice our forefathers went through to allow us to enjoy our country. It seems like folks 

in the cities have forgotten this looking at all the protests going on.  On a lighter note the museum is back to 

being open the first Saturday of each month and I hope to see you there. I would like to thank everyone for 

your continued support. 

 

Donald Gillett 

President, Nacitone Foundation  

 

Dates to Remember 

Museum Meeting Time – 6:30 pm          Museum Monthly Meetings- 3rd Tuesday 

Meeting Dates for 2020- July 21, Aug. 18, Sept. 15, Oct. 20, Nov. 17 & Dec. No Meeting 

Museum Open 1st Saturday of each month – 10 am to 4 pm or by appointment 

 

COMING EVENTS  

Clam Chowder Feed – Plans for next spring 

 
Rescheduled -   15th Annual Dutch Oven Cook off – Saturday May 8, 2021  

 

Web page - www.nacitonefoundation.org 

 

Newsletter editor - Pam Davis 

Nacitone Foundation, Inc.       Non-Profit # 71-0877555 

 

Presidents Message 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nacitonefoundation.org/
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Hungry Flats                                                          

It was here that the village of Lockwood was founded.  The part of Lockwood valley 

south of Jolon upon which (the Weferling family) settled, was known by the first settlers 

as “Hungry Flats”.  The Weferling place is still there, long ago disproving the theory that 

no one could make a living from the soil there.  Gladys L. Post, postmaster, Lockwood 

wrote: My late husband told me that the people who first came and settled this area set 

up their homes in the hills as there were springs and they called the valley “Hungry 

Flats” as it was bare of vegetation.  Olive Wollesen adds that the valley was known 

simply as the “The Flat.”  Another variant is “Jolon Flat.”  Rachel Gillett, in her Memories 

of the San Antonio Valley, Writes In 1869, and farther south in the San Antonio Valley, 

known as Poor Man’s flat, or Hungry Flat, or even Poverty Flat, land became available 

from the government for homesteading.  It was called Poverty Flat because it seemed 

that there was only poverty grass growing on it, which isn’t good for cattle or anything.   

Written as printed in book 

Ref. Names & Places of Monterey County 

 
Recognize this Young Lady? 

Find out in our next newsletter 

“When I’m looking in the mirror, I’m looking at the 
problem and I’m also looking at the solution, and 

the buck stops with me.” 
Jamie Lee Curtis 

        Hours         $        # People 

2017   1966      $25,000       172 

2018   2590     $27,000       257 

2019   2125      $23,000      254 

We thank all of you who spent your time, Money, 

donation, and support. 

The $ is donations in the form of fuel, use of 

equipment (backhoe, trailers, mowers, parts, pickups) 

food, wine and etc. 

 

We cannot do it all without your 

help! 

We are working to secure our past and educate about 

past times. 

Again 

We the members of Nacitone Foundation would                           
like to thank the officers for graciously accepting 

another year of their respective offices.       

  

President – Donald Gillett 

Vice President- Neil Wollesen 

Secretary – Kathy McCormack 

Treasurer – Beverly Kovacs 
 

DIRECTORS 2020 

Jason Carroll 

Pam Davis 

Fred Forgnone 

Donald Gillett 

Kathy McCormack 

Lester Patterson 

Rob Johnson 

Bud Reiwerts 

Neil Whitty 

Neil Wollesen 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                        

 

                                                                   

Nacitone Pioneers 

Nacitone Foundation and Museum will be doing a book on pioneer families of the area.  We would be pleased to have your 
family included.   We are looking for two to four pages of family history with pictures.  When the family came to the area, 
where did they come from, who came first, did they homestead and where, what was their occupation, how many children, what 
schools did they attend and stories of their life in the area. 

We would also be pleased to have help putting it all together. 

Call Pam Davis if you would like to have your family included in the book.  (805)714-7588 

We were disappointed that we had to cancel our annual 

Dutch oven Event 

For this year 

See you 2021 

 

The hard working crew have been at it again. John Sonne, 
Donald Gillett, Neil Wollesen, Neil Whitty and Lester Patterson 
moved equipment from the Plannett ranch. It was a long day. 
Thank you to the Plannett Ranch and the hard working men 

for their time. The members appreciate your help.   

The equipment is on display at the museum. 

                                              

                                     Meet our new Director 

                                  Fred Forgnone 

 

 

Fred Forgnone was born in Merced, California.  His paternal 

Great Grandfather's family and Grandfather Secondo, 

emigrated from Northern Italy in the early 1900's and settled 

in Livingston, California to start a dairy farm. His Grandfather 

Secondo fought bravely in World War I.  Fred's father Robert, 

"Bob" owned the Chevron Station on Williams Road in Salinas 

and his mother Ada worked as a homemaker and Barber at 

P&L Barbershop in Salinas.  Fred has three siblings, Nita, Cindy 

and Gerard.  His parents founded the Salinas Sand Bugs, after 

building and running their dune buggy at the beaches with 

friends (BOB2000.com).  In 2001, Fred and his brother found 

their late father's dune buggy and restored and run it at Old 

School Dune buggy Reunions.  Fred has been married to Kathy 

for close to 40 years.  They had two daughters Alexis (San 

Diego), and Vanessa (1986-2002).  Alexis and her husband 

Josh blessed Fred and Kathy with a granddaughter, Vanessa.  

Fred has been speaking to teenagers with the CHP’s “Start 

Smart” since the loss of his daughter Vanessa, in a car 

accident. The program was started in Salinas and has been 

pushed thru to Sacramento.  Fred has worked for TransFRESH 

Corporation in Salinas for 43 years.  Retirement???? Fred and 

Kathy moved to Lockwood in 2012.  They fell in love with the 

people and the San Antonio Valley and its rich heritage.  They 

were impressed with how friendly people are and how everyone 

comes out to help and support each other during the good 

times and bad times.   Fred is a committee member of King City 

Friends of NRA.  He enjoys playing cards with his Lockwood 

neighbors & Long range shooting. Fred built a Cobra 427 in 

1995 with the help of his daughters. 

 

 

                                                         

                                                   Meet our new Director 

                                                 Rob Johnson 

 

 

Rob was raised in Glendora, a small town in the San Gabriel Valley in 

southern California.  During his youth, he observed the predominantly 

citrus and avocado ranches in the area rapidly converted into housing 

tracts.  This gave him a deep appreciation for local history and a 

realization that the agricultural practices of the “old ways of life” 

would be lost forever without concerted effort to preserve the local 

history.  Rob graduated from Occidental College with a BA in Biology 

in 1977 and completed a Master’s Degree in Environmental Science 

at California State University Fullerton in 1993.  During his career, he 

worked on numerous hydrogeology, water quality and biological 

projects for several large public utilities, including Southern California 

Edison (SCE), Metropolitan Water District (MWD), Caltrans as well as 

the Department of Defense and private entities.   A notable highlight 

was the 11 years he spent working on MWD’s Inland Feeder Tunnel 

Project which traversed 11 miles of the San Bernardino Mountains.  

For the duration of the MWD project, Rob hiked monthly to more than 

125 remote springs and streams in the rugged mountainous terrain 

to measure water quality and flows.  Since moving to Lockwood in 

2016, Rob has been assisting the Nacitone Museum with its mission 

of preserving and promoting the history of the San Antonio Valley.  He 

recently developed a website for the Museum 

(https://nacitonefoundation.org/).  He has also been cataloguing the 

Nacitone Museum’s artifact collection.   Rob and his wife Julie enjoy 

whitewater rafting and they have floated many of the rivers in the 

western United States (including the Colorado River though the Grand 

Canyon). They have a cabin in Kernville, California near the Kern River 

where he has guided rafting trips for over 30 years.  His other hobbies 

include camping, hiking, metal detecting, gold prospecting, building 

and flying remote control planes, playing electric and acoustic guitar, 

family genealogy and tending several acres of wine grapes at his 

residence in Lockwood.  

 

  

https://nacitonefoundation.org/
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Nacitone Officers 
President – Donald Gillett 

                   Vice President – Neil Wollesen                                    

                      Secretary - Kathy McCormack,  

Treasure – Beverly Kovacs 

Directors 
     Jason Carroll - (831) 310-8488                 Pam Davis - (805)714-7588                                                               

     Fred Forgnone – (831)6822625               Donald Gillett - (831)206-6255                                                                          

    Kathy McCormick - (831)236-2062          Lester Patterson - (831)235-7358           

    Rob Johnson – (714)961-0257                  Bud Reiwerts – (408)842-4756 

    Neil Whitty - (831)818-5265                   Neil Wollesen – (831)596- 8548 

 

Memorial Bricks 

Order your personalized brick for permanent display on our patio. 

You can use your name, family member or company, also add a logo 

A 4”X8” brick is $100, an 8”X8” is $200 and a 12” X 12” is $500 

Logo and graphics are available. 

For information Contact Neil Whitty- @ (831)818-5265 or email – nwkenworth@gmail.com 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

This was take from 

The Rustler-Herald 40th Anniversary 

had to piece it together – read Left to Right – Top to Bottom 

 



    

 

 

John Hersom 

 


